
 

1  

 

[Registered Entity Name]  

NERC ID: [NCRXXXXX] 

 
 
FAC-003-4 – Transmission Vegetation Management: R3, R6, R7 
 
 
2nd Quarter 2019 Self-Certification 

 

  



 

2  

Instructions 

1. Populate the cover page by adding your entity’s name and NERC identification number. 
2. Complete the tasks listed under Assessment Guidance. 
3. Log into webCDMS and complete your self-certification response. 
4. Submit via the MRO EFT Encrypted FTP2 Site: 

a. This completed Worksheet; and 
b. Specific evidence requested within this document. Please make sure to use unique file names for 

each evidence file submitted, and identify within your narratives which specific evidence files 
support each conclusion made. These references and the use of unique file names helps facilitate 
and expedite MRO’s review of the self-certification work that has been performed.  

 
  

https://ftp2.midwestreliability.org/
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Scope 
 
FAC-003-4 - Transmission Vegetation Management 
 

R3. Each applicable Transmission Owner and applicable Generator Owner shall have documented 
maintenance strategies or procedures or processes or specifications it uses to prevent the 
encroachment of vegetation into the Minimum Vegetation Clearance Distance (MVCD) of its 
applicable lines that accounts for the following: 
3.1. Movement of applicable line conductors under their Rating and all Rated Electrical 

Operating Conditions; 
3.2. Inter-relationships between vegetation growth rates, vegetation control methods, and 

inspection frequency. 
 

     M3. The maintenance strategies or procedures or processes or specifications provided demonstrate that the 
applicable Transmission Owner and applicable Generator Owner can prevent encroachment into the 
MVCD considering the factors identified in the requirement. (R3) 

 
R6. Each applicable Transmission Owner and applicable Generator Owner shall perform a Vegetation 

Inspection of 100% of its applicable transmission lines (measured in units of choice - circuit, pole line, 
line miles or kilometers, etc.) at least once per calendar year and with no more than 18 calendar months 
between inspections on the same ROW. 

 
     M6.      Each applicable Transmission Owner and applicable Generator Owner has evidence that it conducted 

Vegetation Inspections of the transmission line ROW for all applicable lines at least once per calendar 
year but with no more than 18 calendar months between inspections on the same ROW. Examples of 
acceptable forms of evidence may include completed and dated work orders, dated invoices, or dated 
inspection records. (R6) 

 
R7. Each applicable Transmission Owner and applicable Generator Owner shall complete 100% of its 

annual vegetation work plan of applicable lines to ensure no vegetation encroachments occur within 
the MVCD. Modifications to the work plan in response to changing conditions or to findings from 
vegetation inspections may be made (provided they do not allow encroachment of vegetation into the 
MVCD) and must be documented. The percent completed calculation is based on the number of units 
actually completed divided by the number of units in the final amended plan (measured in units of 
choice - circuit, pole line, line miles or kilometers, etc.). Examples of reasons for modification to annual 
plan may include: 
7.1. Change in expected growth rate/environmental factors 
7.2. Circumstances that are beyond the control of an applicable Transmission Owner or 

applicable Generator Owner 
7.3. Rescheduling work between growing seasons 
7.4. Crew or contractor availability/Mutual assistance agreements 
7.5. Identified unanticipated high priority work 
7.6. Weather conditions/Accessibility 
7.7. Permitting delays 
7.8. Land ownership changes/Change in land use by the landowner 
7.9. Emerging technologies 
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     M7.     Each applicable Transmission Owner and applicable Generator Owner has evidence that it completed 

its annual vegetation work plan for its applicable lines. Examples of acceptable forms of evidence may 
include a copy of the completed annual work plan (as finally modified), dated work orders, dated 
invoices, or dated inspection records. (R7) 

Purpose: 
To maintain a reliable electric transmission system by using a defense-in-depth strategy to manage vegetation 
located on transmission rights of way (ROW) and minimize encroachments from vegetation located adjacent to 
the ROW, thus preventing the risk of those vegetation-related outages that could lead to Cascading. 

 
Applicability: 
4.1. Functional Entities: 

4.1.1. Applicable Transmission Owners 
4.1.1.1. Transmission Owners that own Transmission Facilities defined in 4.2. 

4.1.2. Applicable Generator Owners 
4.1.2.1. Generator Owners that own generation Facilities defined in 4.3. 
 

4.2. Transmission Facilities: Defined below (referred to as “applicable lines”), including but not limited to 
those that cross lands owned by federal, state, provincial, public, private, or tribal entities: 

4.2.1. Each overhead transmission line operated at 200kV or higher. 
4.2.2. Each overhead transmission line operated below 200kV identified as an element of an IROL under 

NERC Standard FAC-014 by the Planning Coordinator. 
4.2.4. Each overhead transmission line identified above (4.2.1. through 4.2.3.) located outside the fenced 

area of the switchyard, station or substation and any portion of the span of the transmission line 
that is crossing the substation fence. 

 
4.3. Generation Facilities: Defined below (referred to as “applicable lines”), including but not limited to those 

that cross lands owned by federal, state, provincial, public, private, or tribal entities: 
4.3.1. Overhead transmission lines that (1) extend greater than one mile or 1.609 kilometers beyond the 

fenced area of the generating station switchyard to the point of interconnection with a 
Transmission Owner’s Facility or (2) do not have a clear line of sight from the generating station 
switchyard fence to the point of interconnection with a Transmission Owner’s Facility and are: 
4.3.1.1. Operated at 200kV or higher; or 
4.3.1.2. Operated below 200kV identified as an element of an IROL under NERC Standard FAC-

014 by the Planning Coordinator. 
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Assessment Guidance 
 
As a Transmission Owner and/or Generation Owner, do you meet the applicability as described in Section 4.1, 
4.2 or 4.3?  
 
☐ Yes. Please continue completing the Self-Certification worksheet. 
 
☐ No. Please enter “Do No Own” in webCDMS for each requirement when submitting this Self-Certification. 
Do not complete the rest of this self-certification worksheet. 
 
Requirement 3 
 
1. Provide documented maintenance strategies or procedures or processes or specifications used to prevent the 

encroachment of vegetation into the MVCD of your applicable lines that accounts for: 
a. Movement of applicable line conductors under their Rating and all Rated Electrical Operating 

Conditions 
b. Inter-relationships between vegetation growth rates, vegetation control methods, and inspection 

frequency. 
 

Documented Maintenance Strategies/Procedures/Processes/Specifications 
Filename(s)  
Comments  

 
Process Questions Yes/No If yes, enter filename(s) and page 

number(s) 
Comments 

Do the documents provided 
account for movement of 
applicable line conductors 
under their Rating and all 
Rated Electrical Operating 
Conditions? 

   

Do the documents provided 
account for inter-relationships 
between vegetation growth 
rates, vegetation control 
methods, and inspection 
frequency? 

   

 
2. Provide a narrative how these documents met or did not meet this requirement.  
 

Narrative 
Filename(s)  
Comments  
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Did the documented maintenance strategies or procedures or processes or specifications used to prevent the 
encroachment of vegetation into the MVCD account for the items listed in Requirement 3? 
 
☐  Yes, respond “Compliant” for R3 to the Self-Certification in webCDMS and upload supporting 
documentation to the FTP2 site of MRO’s EFT server. 
 
☐  No, respond “Not Compliant” for R3 to the Self-Certification in webCDMS. Include a comment summary 
based on potential issues and upload supporting documentation to the FTP2 site of MRO’s EFT server. 
 

3. Provide responses for the control questions listed below regarding vegetation maintenance documentation.5  
 
Control Questions Yes/No If yes, enter filename(s) 

and page number(s) 
Comments 

Is there criteria for identification of 
inspection findings requiring 
modifications to the next annual 
vegetation work plan? 

   

Is there criteria for identification of 
inspection findings requiring 
immediate action, e.g. issuing work 
orders, modifying the current year 
vegetation work plan, or notifying the 
control center? 

   

Is there a process for confirmation of 
vegetation work plan completion? 

   

 
Requirement 6 
 

4. Provide the list of applicable transmission lines as defined under Section 4.2 of FAC-003-4. 
  

List of applicable transmission lines – sampling population 
Filename(s)  
Comments  

 
5. Select a random sample from your population identified in step #4 using the following sampling logic. (A 

random sample can be selected using statistical functions available in Microsoft Excel or through use of RAT-
STATS, a free sampling tool available from the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services Office of 
Inspector General.) 

 
From the population: 

a. Select at least 10% of the population (maximum number sampled 10) making sure at least five are 
sampled (e.g. if fewer than 50 exist in your population, select at least five). 

b. If five or fewer total exist in the population, select the whole population. 

                                                 
5 Responses to this section are voluntary. Responses will be factored into Compliance Oversight Plans. 

https://ftp2.midwestreliability.org/
https://ftp2.midwestreliability.org/
https://oig.hhs.gov/compliance/rat-stats/index.asp
https://oig.hhs.gov/compliance/rat-stats/index.asp
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Also provide supporting evidence of the sampling process used including: (1) samples selected and (2) 
output from the statistical function used to perform the sampling (e.g. RAT-STATS output). Depending on 
the sampling method/software used, a screenshot or creation of a PDF to capture the sampling output may 
be required. 

 
File Name / Page(s) 

Samples Selected  
Statistical Function 
Output  

Comments  
 

6. For the sample selected in step #5, provide dated documentation of the last two Vegetation Inspections. 
Complete the table below and provide the files listed. Add rows as necessary. 

 

Transmission Line 

2017 
Vegetation 
Inspection 
Date 

2018 
Vegetation 
Inspection 
Date 

Inspection File 
Names for 2017 
and 2018 

Comments 

     
     
     

 
7. Provide a narrative how these documents met or did not meet this requirement. 
 

Narrative 
Filename(s)  
Comments  

 
Was each sample in step #5 shown to have a Vegetation Inspection within the period identified in 
Requirement 6? 

☐  Yes, respond “Compliant” for R6 to the Self-Certification in webCDMS. Include a comment 
summary and upload supporting documentation to the FTP2 site of MRO’s EFT server. 

☐  No, respond “Not Compliant” for R6 to the Self-Certification in webCDMS. Include a comment 
summary based on potential issues and upload supporting documentation to the FTP2 site of MRO’s 
EFT server. 
 

Requirement 7 
 
8. Provide your annual vegetation work plan(s) applicable for this Self-Certification monitoring period. 

Annual Vegetation Work Plans 
Filenames (s)  
Comments  

https://oig.hhs.gov/compliance/rat-stats/index.asp
https://ftp2.midwestreliability.org/
https://ftp2.midwestreliability.org/
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9. Was 100% of the annual vegetation work plan completed? 

☐  Yes, continue to Step #11. 

☐  No – modifications were made to the annual plan. Continue to Step #10. 

☐  No - no modifications were made to the annual plan, respond “Not Compliant” for R7 to the Self-
Certification in webCDMS. Include a comment summary based on potential issues and upload 
supporting documentation to the FTP2 site of MRO’s EFT server. 

10. Provide documentation of modifications made to the annual work plan in response to changing conditions or 
to findings from vegetation inspections. Identify the reason for modification as one of the sub-requirements 
(7.1 – 7.9, or if other, identify reason).  Complete the table below and provide the files listed. Add rows as 
necessary. 

Transmission Line Reason for 
Modification 

Modification File 
Name Comments 

    
    
    

 
11. From the annual vegetation work plans identified in step #8, select a random sample of applicable lines using 

the following sampling logic. (A random sample can be selected using statistical functions available in 
Microsoft Excel or through use of RAT-STATS, a free sampling tool available from the U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Services Office of Inspector General.) 

 
From the population: 

c. Select at least 10% of the population (maximum number sampled 10) making sure at least five are 
sampled (e.g. if fewer than 50 exist in your population, select at least five). 

d. If five or fewer total exist in the population, select the whole population. 
 

Also provide supporting evidence of the sampling process used including: (1) samples selected and (2) 
output from the statistical function used to perform the sampling (e.g. RAT-STATS output). Depending on 
the sampling method/software used, a screenshot or creation of a PDF to capture the sampling output may 
be required. 
  
 

File(s) Contents File Name / Page(s) 
Samples Selected  
Statistical Function 
Output  

Comments  
 

12. For the sample selected in step #11, provide dated documentation of completed vegetation work. Complete 
the table below and provide the files listed. Add rows as necessary. 

 

https://ftp2.midwestreliability.org/
https://oig.hhs.gov/compliance/rat-stats/index.asp
https://oig.hhs.gov/compliance/rat-stats/index.asp
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Transmission Line 
Date(s) of 
vegetation 
work 

Completed vegetation work 
file name(s) Comments 

    
    
    

Was each sample selected in step #12 shown to have completed vegetation work as identified in 
Requirement 7? 

☐  Yes, respond “Compliant” for R7 to the Self-Certification in webCDMS. Include a 
comment summary and upload supporting documentation to the FTP2 site of MRO’s 
EFT server. 

☐  No, respond “Not Compliant” for R7 to the Self-Certification in webCDMS. Include a comment 
summary based on potential issues and upload supporting documentation to the FTP2 site of MRO’s 
EFT server. 

 
Documentation Submittals 
 
MRO requires copies of the following be submitted on the FTP2 site of MRO’s EFT server at part of the 
self-certification response: 

a) This worksheet; and 
b) Supporting documentation referenced in this worksheet. 

 
Please make sure to use unique file names for each evidence file submitted, and identify within your responses 
to the steps above which specific evidence files support each conclusion made. These references and the use 
of unique file names helps facilitate and expedite MRO’s review of the Self-Certification work that has been 
performed. 
 
All other data related to the Registered Entity’s analysis and Self-Certification response are to be retained for 
at least 180 days after the submission date. MRO staff may request submission of additional information at a 
later date to verify accuracy of Self-Certification submittals. 
 

https://ftp2.midwestreliability.org/
https://ftp2.midwestreliability.org/
https://ftp2.midwestreliability.org/

	M6.      Each applicable Transmission Owner and applicable Generator Owner has evidence that it conducted Vegetation Inspections of the transmission line ROW for all applicable lines at least once per calendar year but with no more than 18 calend...
	M7.     Each applicable Transmission Owner and applicable Generator Owner has evidence that it completed its annual vegetation work plan for its applicable lines. Examples of acceptable forms of evidence may include a copy of the completed annual...
	Purpose:
	Applicability:
	Documentation Submittals


